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Watching the fireworks from the water on the 4th of July gives a memorable thrill, but running home after dark can be 
a challenge. (Photo/Courtesy: MiamiBeach.com)

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. June 23, 
2022 — After making the deci-
sion to pursue angling full-time 
19 years ago, Bassmaster Elite 
Series pro Chad Morgenthaler of 
Reeds Spring, Mo., is retiring 
from the circuit, effective imme-
diately. 
“The plan all along was for this 
to be my final season. Due to rap-
idly changing times, I’m starting 
another new chapter a few 
months earlier than planned,” 
said Morgenthaler in a letter to 
fans on Bassmaster.com. “My 
desire to help anglers achieve 
their goals is back stronger than 
ever. I will now be able to share 
the skills, lessons and experi-
ences gained along my journey.” 
Morgenthaler — along with help 
from other talented anglers and 
friends — is starting FutureCast 
Academy, a skills development, 
coaching, mentoring and hands-
on program designed for anglers 
of all ages. Classes will be avail-
able to benefit anglers hoping to 

only can get you enormous fines 
and jail time on its own, but can 
also result in suspension of your 
vehicle driver’s license. 
Clearly, a designated driver is a 
must for any boat with alcohol 
aboard, both because an inebri-
ated skipper is a huge danger to 
himself and his crew as well as 
any other boaters encountered, 
but also because a sober skipper 
avoids serious legal issues that 
can hound a family for months or 
years. 
 
Rafting Up 
 
 Rafting up has become a “thing” 
since the age of the smart phone, 
with first dozens and then hun-
dreds of boaters gathering on 
popular anchorages for holiday 
weekends like the one ahead. 
Kentucky’s Lake Cumberland 
claims the largest rafting up party 
ever with some 1,651 boats gun-
wale-to-gunwale like sardines in 
a tin full of sunscreen in 2017. 
There are now hundreds of these 
gatherings around the nation, 
particularly on summer holidays. 
  Many of these outings are 
family affairs and some are R-
rated, but what they all include is 
a whole bunch of boats shoulder-
to-shoulder, and usually more 
than a little C2H5OH in every 
imaginable form. 
With all these people in the water 
around all those propellers linked 
to all those engines, what could 
possibly go wrong? 
For the new skipper not used to 

handling a boat in close quarters, 
it’s probably best to avoid rafting 
up and find a secluded beach for 
the family to take a swim. And if 
you do join a gathering, re-
member that most accidents 
occur on arriving and leaving the 
fleet—have multiple eyes look-
ing in all directions and make 

your speed dead slow until 
you’re securely anchored or tied 
in, and never start the engine if 
there’s anyone in the water near 
your propeller. 
Watching the Fireworks by Boat 
Watching the 4th of July fire-
works by boat is a terrific experi-
ence, and one any family would 

enjoy. But navigation at night is 
a whole new world, especially 
for captains with minimal ex-
perience. 
 Having a GPS mapping system 
on the console makes things a lot 
easier because you can at least 
navigate from your dock to the 
location where you can see the 

show. But just remember unless 
you follow lighted channel 
markers, you’re running blind, 
perhaps into areas that are too 
shallow for your boat, or that 
contain stumps or rocks that will 
put holes in the bottom—and 
maybe in your crew as well. 

Where there are lighted markers, 
the system on most waters is sim-
ple; red/right/returning, which 
means the red lights should be 
kept on your right as you return 
to the port. Green lights go on the 
left returning. Going out, it’s the 
reverse for each, of course. 
Inland markers do not nec-
essarily follow this rule, ho-
wever—know what the local 
navigation customs are before 
you leave the dock, and if at all 
possible run the route to where 
you’ll watch the fireworks by 
day first, before trying it after 
dark. 
 
  Last but not least, just like when 
the show ends ashore, there’s 
sure to be a traffic jam afloat. Not 
only that, but as soon as a couple 
hundred boats get on plane at 
once, there are likely to be stand-
ing waves running in all direc-
tions, making steering very 
difficult while you’re running al-
most gunwale-to-gunwale with 
other boats, many operated by 
drivers who have had a few 
drinks. 
  
Best bet is to stay anchored and 
let all the folks who are in a big 
hurry depart before you ease off 
and find your way home at your 
own speed as you savor the cele-
bration of our nation’s founding. 
 

*** 
 You may contact Frank Sargeant 
at Frankmako1@gmail.com 

Lake Creek High School duo of Fallon Clepper and Wyatt Ford claim High 
School Fishing National Championship on Pickwick Lake in Florence, AL

From  
The Fishing Wire.com 

 
FLORENCE, Ala. – The Lake 
Creek High School duo of  Fal-
lon Clepper and Wyatt Ford, both 
of Montgomery, Texas, brought 
a final day limit to the scale Sat-
urday weighing 12 pounds, 14 
ounces to win the 2022 High 
School Fishing National Cham-
pionship on Pickwick Lake in 
Florence, Alabama. Clepper be-
came the first female to ever win 
the High School Fishing Na-
tional Championship. 
The duo’s three-day total of nine 
bass weighing 39 pounds, 9 
ounces, earned them the victory 
by a 5-pound, 5-ounce margin 
over the runner-up, New Hamp-
shire’s Keene High School, and 
earned the duo thousands of dol-
lars in prizes and scholarship 
offers – including a four-year 
$80,000 offer to California’s 
Simpson University and a four-
year $100,000 offer to attend 
Kentucky Christian University. 
The duo also now advances to 
the 2022 MLF Toyota Series 
Championship, held Nov. 3-5 on 
Lake Guntersville in Gunters-
ville, Alabama, to compete as co-
anglers and a shot at the top prize 
of a new Phoenix 518 Pro boat 

Wyatt Ford and Fallon Clepper, both of Montgomery, Texas, show off trophies after win-
ning the High School Fishing National Championship. (Photo/Courtesy: High School Fishing 
National Championship)

and stay there all day.” 
It didn’t take long for the team to 
launch themselves into serious 
contention for the crown on the 
final day. 
At 6:40 a.m., Ford plunged a 
Zoom Trick Worm to the bottom 
of Pickwick Lake ledge on a 
shaky head jig. Its hook con-
nected with a Tennessee River 
stud, and seconds later, a 7-
pound, 8-ounce largemouth 
crashed into the net held by his 
teammate’s father. 
“I was thinking that we had been 
here before,” said Ford, a soft-
spoken football tight end who 
kept his composure throughout 
the event. “I knew if we got it in 
the boat that we might have a 
shot.” 
The fish was the largest landed 
in a tournament featuring 236 
boats competing in the 2022 
High School Fishing National 
Championship. Combined with a 
pair of quality keepers from 
teammate Fallon Clepper, the 
Pickwick kicker was enough to 
outpace the pack and land the 
duo high school fishing’s highest 
honor. 
In the process, Clepper, who 
started fishing competitively 
with her father at 11 years old, 
became the first female angler to 
ever win the High School Bass 
Fishing National Championship. 
“I want to see more girls out here 
getting in it,” she said. “Just be-
cause a boy says you can’t do it 
doesn’t mean you can’t. Just 
keep after them.” 
In a tournament fought out 
mostly under bluebird skies, 
slow current and brutal summer 
heat, Clepper and Ford’s single 
honey hole was productive 
enough to get the job done. 
“When we found the spot in 

practice, we drove over it with 
the graphs and saw a really big 
school of fish,” Ford said. “It was 
like something we had never seen 
before.” 
Clepper and Ford began fishing 
together when their parents, who 
were childhood friends, recon-
nected at a meet-the-teacher 
event during their freshman year. 
“I asked him if he was going to 
fish,” Clepper said. “He said 
‘yes’ and that he didn’t have a 
partner, so we ended up together 
ever since then.” 
Three years later, the two fishing-
forged friends stood together on 
stage with one of bass fishing’s 
most famous rivers as a back-
drop. At their feet lay massive 
checks and scholarship offers. 
The two most coveted trophies in 
high school bass fishing were 
hoisted above their heads. And in 
the crowd, a pair of overjoyed 
parents cheered feverishly for 
their kids. 
“It doesn’t even seem real right 
now,” Clepper said. “I feel like I 
am in a dream. I have always 
dreamed of this day and it finally 
came true.” 
The top 10 teams at the 2022 
High School Fishing National 
Championship on Lake Pickwick 
finished: 
1st: Lake Creek High School, 
Montgomery, Texas – Fallon 
Clepper and Wyatt Ford, nine 
bass, 39-9 
2nd: Keene High School, Keene, 

Bassmaster Elite Series pro 
Chad Morgenthaler retires

with a 115-horsepower Mercury 
outboard. 
Going into the third and final day 

of competition, Clepper and Ford 
held just a 1-ounce lead on their 
competition. 

“I was nervous at takeoff,” 
Clepper said. “I thought we were 
going to get gapped by every-
body; but when we got to our 
spot there was only one other 
boat there.” 
Leaning on sage advice from 
their captain, Julian Clepper — 
Fallon’s father — the team 
weathered wracked nerves to 
boat a 12-pound bag on the final 
day for the win. 
“We stayed on our juice the en-
tire time today,” Ford said. “That 
was the only spot we consistently 
caught fish over 2 pounds, so we 
figured we would try to win it all 

climb the bass fishing ladder or 
just have fun catching more fish. 
In his B.A.S.S. career, Morgen-
thaler has qualified for seven 
Bassmaster Classics, amassed 21 
Top 10 finishes and earned two 
victories, the 2013 Bassmaster 
Classic Wild Card on Lake Okee-
chobee and the 2015 Southern 

Open on Lake Tohopekaliga.  
 
“I will always cherish those 
memories, experiences, the life-
long friends I’ve made and com-
peting in some of the most 
beautiful places our country has 
to offer,” said Morgenthaler. “I 
know in my heart, this is the 
right choice. To all my friends, 
family, partners, and most of all 
the fans that make it all possible, 
thank you, I’m forever grateful.” 
   
 Headquartered in Birmingham, 
Ala., the 515,000-member or-
ganization’s fully integrated 
media platforms include the in-
dustry’s leading magazines 
(Bassmaster and B.A.S.S. 
Times), website 
(Bassmaster.com), TV show, 
radio show, social media pro-
grams and events. For more than 
50 years, B.A.S.S. has been ded-
icated to access, conservation 
and youth fishing. 
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Clepper and Ford began fish-
ing together when their par-
ents, who were childhood 
friends, reconnected at a 
meet-the-teacher event dur-
ing their freshman year. 


